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“... and a Happy New Year”
During the month of December we heard and sang many songs and carols: some
proclaiming the birth of a Savior, others hoping for a winter wonderland, and a few wishing us a
Merry Christmas. In fact, the carol "We Wish You a Merry Christmas" has reportedly been sung
since sometime in the 16th century, although its author is reportedly unknown. Do you remember
the way it begins? The first verse starts: "We wish you a Merry Christmas; We wish you a Merry
Christmas; We wish you a Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year." Of course, we always
associate Christmas with the New Year, as only a week separates them, but they seem on the
surface to be two festivals or celebrations that are at odds with each other. Christmas comes with
a wondrous sense of reverence, while New Year’s comes with a sense of an all night party that
welcomes us into tomorrow. But perhaps if we step back a bit we can see the connection and
indeed how closely the one is linked to the other.
We can do that by seeing in Christmas the wonderful gift of a Savior God has given us.
Even the 'not seriously religious folk' will pause for a moment during the Christmas season to
reflect upon what the Scriptures tell us and what the Christian community is celebrating. Indeed,
the season is 'merry' exactly because God has come into the world to save humanity from its
rebellion and sin. The Christmas season tends to bring out the best in us as we open our hearts to
others and contemplate the babe born in a manger to be Lord of all. Christmas truly is merry when
the spirit of the new-born Christ child is born into our lives.
But how does that connect with the Happy New Year portion of the formula? Do parties and
the birth of Christ go together? I don't know about that, but I am sure that Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year go hand-in-hand. Perhaps the reality facing us is that it is only by celebrating the
birth of Christ and experiencing the joy and excitement that His birth causes that we can ever find
true happiness in the first place or hope to have a Happy New Year. It is in the realization that God
has acted by coming into our world to reveal himself and his love and plan for our salvation that
hope is brought to life in us and in our world. At Christmas people often say "Christ is the reason
for the season," and I would add on any and every day that "Christ is the reason for all seasons."
If we hope to have a Happy New Year or a happy today or tomorrow or any day, we must
begin by thinking about the gift of a Savior God has given us and remember this gift is not just
given at Christmas, but given each and every day. If we want a Happy New Year, when we put
away the Christmas decorations and forget all the presents we both gave and received, let us not
put away or forget the Savior who brings to us hope and joy and promise and forgiveness. If we
could just remember that Jesus Christ is born so that we may truly live, not only can we anticipate
a Happy New Year, but we can and should anticipate joy and hope in every day and all days.
I'm praying for a Happy New Year for you and for me as we enter 2015.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Butler +
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The Ladies Sewing Society
Organized 1825

Sunday, January 11, 2015 - 3:45 p.m.
Fellowship Hall—Second Floor
We warmly welcome guests.
All ladies of St. John's are invited to join us for our meeting at 3:45 p.m. on January 11,
2015. Marsha Mikell will present the program with refreshments provided by Judy Butler.
Officers for 2015 are President-Anita Mitchum; Vice President-Linda Stephens; Secretary-Brenda
Brannen; Treasurer-Becky Courtney

Lee-Freyschmidt Circle

Tovey Circle

Wednesday, January 14

Thursday, January 8

The Lee-Freyschmidt Circle will meet on
Wednesday, January 14th, at 10:30 a.m.

The Tovey Circle will meet on Thursday,
January 8th, at 7:00 p.m. at the home of
Brenda Brannen (113 Queen Street, Chas.).
Lynn Haltiwanger will present the program.

German Friendly Sunday
The officers and members of the German Friendly Society of Charleston cordially invite the
Congregation of St. John's Lutheran Church to attend a luncheon at the German Friendly
Society, 29 Chalmers Street, Charleston, SC, immediately following the 11:00 AM service on
January 18, 2015. It is requested that an RSVP be made with the church office to provide
planning information. Arthur L. Ellis, Jr., President; William J. Freshe, Jr., Senior Warden;
Eugene O. Moore, Jr., Junior Warden; Gordon L. McCay, Treasurer; Joseph J. Eigner, Jr.,
Secretary.

Congregational Concerns and Prayers
We remember in our prayers: John Anderson, Bobby Babson, Jack Doscher (Roper), Judy
Greer, Nell Jones, Geneva Kahrs, Betty Lemacks, Margaret Stephens, Susan Spoon, Cele West,
all those who are infirm and recovering from illnesses and our members who have experienced
losses of loved ones.

Our Loved Ones Away From Home
We have a prayer list of those members of St. John’s and our extended family who are in the
military and/or involved in this current military situation. When filling out your blue attendance
card, please add the names to it and indicate “military,” and we will include your loved ones on
our prayer list. Presently included are: Derek Bean, Alex Bedenbaugh, Lt. Joseph Gibbons Clark,
Mark Evans, Ryan Hanson, John Lesemann, and Christopher Osgood.
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2014 Congregational Meeting Highlights
St. John's Lutheran Church held its annual congregational meeting following worship on December 14, 2014. President Dan Prickett called the meeting to order, and the following business was
conducted: 1) elected as officers of the congregation and Vestry for 2015 Dan Prickett
(President), Dan Lackland (Vice-President), Gayle Hilton (Secretary), and Anne Lake (Treasurer);
2) elected to Vestry for a three year term: Becky Courtney, Randy Lesemann, Dan Marchant, and
Tom Springer; 3) approved the 2015 St. John's Budget in the amount of $468,600; and 4) ratified
the nomination of Joye Shuler to the St. John's Endowment Committee. Dan Prickett also presented for review the leather bound edition of a book that lists all contributions and contributors to
the 2011 St. John's Lutheran Church Restoration. There being no further business, the meeting
was adjourned and the congregation moved to the church social hall for the Children's Christmas
Program and covered dish lunch.

FROM THE SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMITTEE:
In January, the Social Ministry Committee will begin a Congregational
Care Meals program. We will keep a small supply of casseroles and
simple desserts in the church freezer to be used as needs arise among
our members. As items are used, they will need to be replaced, and this
is where YOU come in. We will maintain a list of willing cooks and call
them as replacements are needed. Would you be willing to make a casserole and/or dessert once or twice a year to help a fellow member? We
will supply the disposable pans for you to use. Jan Kyle has graciously
agreed to be our Congregational Care Coordinator. Please give her a
call at 864-350-3439 or send an e-mail to her at johnjankyle@att.net.
Thank you!!

Lowcountry Orphan Relief, Inc.
Lowcountry Orphan Relief, Inc. (LOR) is a non-profit organization that provides goods and services to children who have been abused or neglected. They work directly with other non-profits,
schools, foster parents, and government agencies to identify the individual needs of these and
other children in severe situations. They intervene at critical junctures in the lives of these children, with products and services that provide a strong, positive impact. Since 2006, they have
clothed over 14,000 children in the Tri-County area. LOR uses more than 80% of all income
given to them to provide for the children’s needs. Presently, community volunteers at the “Valerie
Vincent” Clothes Closet are collecting and shelving donations and filling orders for each child from
area shelters, foster care and those removed from the custody of their parents. Children receive
clothing, toiletries, books and school supplies within 48 hours.
During the month of February, Social Ministry at St. John’s Lutheran will be collecting new
socks, underwear, and diapers for children removed from their homes and serviced by the Lowcountry Orphan Relief.
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Vestry
Highlights
On Thursday, December 18, 2014, the Vestry met to discuss and conduct the business of the
church. The highlights of the Vestry Meeting follow:
1)
2)
3)
4)

The meeting was called to order and opened with a prayer offered by Pastor Butler.
The November 2014 Minutes were approved as submitted.
The November Treasurer’s Report was received as information.
Pastor Butler reported that Robert and Caitlin Denny had transferred their membership to
Abiding Christ Lutheran Church in Fairborn, Ohio; Chad Beckmann had moved his
membership to Old St. Andrews Parish in Charleston; and Tillman and Pam Meetze had moved
their membership to a Baptist Church near their home in Columbia, SC. Pastor noted we are thankful
that these former members have found new worshiping communities near their homes where they
may be active. Additionally, Pastor Butler recommended that Jamie Lawton be allowed the use of the
church for his wedding on November 7, 2015. Approved.
5)
The Christian Education Committee noted how wonderful the Children's Christmas Program
was and that we had over 100 in attendance. The format of having the pageant and a covered dish
meal right after our worship service has been well received.
6)
The Social Ministry Committee reported on all fourth quarter contributions to local
ministries. Additionally, Danny and Linda Marchant and Garrett Altvater delivered the
Christmas gift boxes to the Charleston Senior Center.
7)
The Stewardship Committee reported that 97 pledges have been received. A phone call
reminder of the stewardship campaign and pledges will begin soon.
8)
The Worship and Music Committee recommended that we host two concerts this Spring.
The first will be presented by Hamilton College Choir on Monday, March 16, 2015
(Monday), and the second will be presented by the Newberry College Madrigal Singers on April
9, 2015 (Thursday). Both concerts were approved.
9) President Prickett thanked the four Vestry members whose terms are expiring December
31, 2014. Those members are: Tommy Harken, Frickie Martschink, Karen Moore, and
Robert Pickard. He also noted the four new members who will be joining us in January:
Becky Courtney, Randy Lesemann, Dan Marchant, and Tom Springer.
10)
The next Vestry Meeting will be held on Thursday, January 15, 2015.

Committee Meetings
January 5
January 12
January 13
January 15
January 15
January 19

Worship and Music Committee Meeting
Social Ministry Committee Meeting
Christian Education Committee Meeting
Vestry Officers’ Meeting
Vestry Meeting
Evangelism Committee Meeting

6:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:15 p.m.
5:45 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
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ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH MEMORIAL FUNDS POLICY
PURPOSE OF POLICY: The policies specified herein will be used to administer memorial gifts to
accomplish the following objectives:
 Memorials are administered and used, to the extent feasible, as intended by the donor.
 Those persons for whom memorials are created are remembered in a visible way in the church.
Memorials are encouraged and are used to the greatest benefit for the church and its members.
ENCOURAGEMENT OF MEMORIALS: The church’s policy is to encourage memorials as a way to
memorialize church members and friends and as means of supporting church programs beyond the operating
budget. As policy, memorials received shall not be used for any part of the general operating needs of the
congregation. The Vestry should ensure that the congregation is advised annually of the church’s
encouragement of and policy for memorials. Accordingly, a copy of this policy will be published annually in
The Herald.
RECEIPT AND HANDLING OF MEMORIAL GIFTS: The Office Manager, Treasurer and Finance
Committee are responsible for accomplishing the objectives of this policy through its handling of memorial
gifts. They shall:
 Ensure that the church responds in writing to each memorial gift.
 Maintain a recording of the memorial in the church’s ACS database.
 Notify the family of the deceased or honored to inform them of the contribution to the account.
 For gifts greater than $200, advise the Vestry if, within one month of receipt of a memorial gift, the family of
the deceased or honoree states a wish for the gift to be used for a specific purpose. The Vestry will have the
discretion to evaluate the reasonableness of the family’s request and its compatibility with the Church’s values
and activities, and will decide whether to agree to the request.
 Attempt to identify the most appropriate use for the assets in the memorial if such uses are not fully
addressed in the wishes of the family or honoree. These planned uses are not required and may be changed by
the Vestry in its judgment.
 However, memorial gifts shall not be viewed as a means for the church to balance its cash flows or to pay
routine administrative expenses such as utility bills or any other aspect of the annual operating budget. The
Finance Committee and the Vestry must be strict guardians of memorial assets to ensure the objectives of the
policy are met.
 Use of the Memorial Funds is at the discretion and direction of the Vestry. The Vestry shall review the
memorial funds on at least an annual basis.
MEMORIAL FUNDS MANAGEMENT: Memorial gifts should be spent or designated for a specific
purpose within one year of receipt when reasonable. After two years all memorial balances must be designated
by Vestry’s suggestion. The Treasurer maintains a chart of accounts to document amounts of gifts and
remaining funds in each. While each gift is its own account for internal church record-keeping purposes, all
memorial gifts physically reside in one bank account.
VISIBILITY OF MEMORIALS: To ensure memorials appropriately honor the donor and the person in
whose name each memorial is made, memorial gifts will be entered into the church’s Memorial Book.
Additionally, memorial gifts will be mentioned in the monthly edition of The Herald. For large memorials, or
for other cases in which the Finance Committee believes additional recognition is needed, the Finance
Committee may make additional recommendations to the Vestry.
REVISIONS TO THIS POLICY: The provisions of this policy may be revised or amended from time to
time by the Vestry. Any amendment or revision shall not affect memorials made prior to such change.
Approved 5/21/09
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Ed Andersen
by
George Jenkins

Gene Burges
by
Louie Koester

Ruth Butler
by
Bill and Joy Cornwell

Richard Fulmer
by
Bob and Sue Adden, Ben and Marianne Albrecht, Herman Albrecht,
Robert and Joyce Bailey, Dorothy Baker, Leon and Mary Barwick,
Carey and Claudia Budds, Sprott Calhoun’s family, Nancy Carter, Bill and Joy Cornwell,
Jack Doscher, Lewis and Jackqulin Doscher, Frank and Betty Eaton,
Ron Fulmer and Sally Rogers, Susan Fulmer, Paul and Sandra Graves, Clara Heinsohn,
William and Marilyn Jump, Taby Keener, Paul Kinard, Louie Koester, John Lavelle, Jr.,
Tommy and Margaret McIntosh, Chris and Sarah Meany, Kathryn Molony, Urquit Morris,
Gail Motley, Bert and Suzanne Motley, Walt and Shirley Nadzak, Nexsen Pruet, LLC,
Capers and Sandra Poulnot, Carlton and Donna Poulnot, Charles and Mary Jo Rigby, III,
Charles and Sharilyn Setterlund, Barbara Siegling, James and Mary Ellen Sligh,
Jean Thomas, Timothy and Sandra Twomey, Clifton Vann, III,
John and Patricia Wall, III, Jeanette Weiland

Warren Hilton
by
Brain Solberg, Chris and Sarah Meany

Betty Koester
by
Louie Koester

Our parents
by
John and Caroline Gamble
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Recurrent Christian Heresies
Do you hold any Christian heresies? More than likely you do. Find out by attending three presentation and discussion sessions. We will explore the most frequent recurring heresies of Christians. We will also try to understand who decides what is heretical, why these heresies exist and
why many of us continue to hold them. In doing this, we will contrast orthodox beliefs and heresies as they battle each other in today’s secular culture. This should lead us to some entertaining
and instructive theological discussions. Join us on January 13, 20 and February 3 at 10:30 AM.

Thank You’s
As we begin a New Year, I want to say "Thank You" to our congregation and Vestry for all your
support in the mutual ministry that St. John's is called to be engaged in each and every day. We
have accomplished so much as a place where the gospel is shared and people's lives are transformed and enriched in the name of our Savior. Thank you for your partnership! I also want to
express my deepest gratitude for the Christmas honorarium that the Vestry presented me on behalf of the congregation. It was a most generous gift, and I appreciate it so very much. Additionally, so many of you have sent wonderful Christmas gifts to Judy and me. We feel very fortunate
and thankful to be remembered with your love and friendship during these busy Christmas
days. Please know that I thank God each and every day for all of you, and I pray now that we will
all have a blessed New Year as we enter 2015.
Your servant in Christ,
Pastor Butler +
Dear Vestry members and congregants of St. John’s,
Thank you very much for the Christmas gift. I appreciate your generosity. I have enjoyed getting
to meet and work with you. Your welcome and support have made my job a pleasure. I hope you
all had a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Jennifer
To the Vestry and congregation of St. John’s,
As we say goodbye to 2014 and hello to 2015, I want to wish everyone a very Happy New Year! I
hope it is one of good health and much happiness. Also, thank you to the Vestry and congregation for my Christmas present. It is very much appreciated. To all that help make my job a little
easier, I send an extra special thank you! I truly feel blessed to be a part of St. John’s and look
forward to serving God through my work at St. John’s as we begin this new year.

Carole
2015 Offering Envelopes
The 2015 Offering Envelopes are located on the table in the back of the church. Please pick up
your offering envelopes today!
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75+ and Wiser
Luncheon
Please join us for our third
annual 75+ and Wiser
luncheon on January 25. We
will have a joint service at 10:00 AM on this day.
The rest of the congregation is asked to bring a
covered dish to share. Our honorees should not
plan to cook for this day! The church will provide the
meat and the drinks. We look forward to celebrating
the wisdom provided by these special members
throughout the years.

Lutheridge Presentation
The Christian Education Committee is sponsoring an
information session about Lutheridge Camp during
the Sunday school hour on January 11. Join us as we
discuss opportunities to send our children to this
wonderful camp in Arden, North Carolina. If you have
any questions, please contact Jennifer at
jgnann@stjohnscharleston.org.

Lutheran Men
Join us for our January meeting in the Parish
Hall on Thursday, January 22, 2015 at 6:30 PM.
The meeting begins with a brief social followed by a
delicious meal prepared by Lynn Bean and Danny
Marchant.
The program will be presented by Steve
Taylor, a 1960 graduate of The Citadel, US Air
Force pilot for 6 years and a Delta Airline pilot for 29
years. Steve will talk about his many experiences
while a Delta pilot and as related in his recent book
"Wheels Up." Learn more by visiting his blog: http://
www.stevetaylorbooks.com/
Guests are welcome, and dress is casual. So
we may have enough food and beverage on hand,
please send a reply to the church office now:
info@stjohnscharleston.org.

January 1

Bob Adden
Ernest Hollings
Geneva Kahrs
Helen Musselwhite

January 3

Mike Andersen
Sara Pickard

January 8

Mason Hoffman

January 9

Cille Fancher
Brian Hoffmann
Mark Lee

January 12

Anita Mitchum
Cassie Siegling

January 13

Gene Metts
Dan Prickett

January 14

T.A. Fulmer
Debra Green-Fletcher

January 17

Francesca Counts

January 18

David Butler

January 19

Edward Counts

January 23

Frank Dorsey

January 25

Henry Siegling, Sr.

January 27

Donna Counts
Linda Martschink

January 28

Carla Kinnett

January 29

Rob Fulmer

