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"Being Anchored In Good and Bad Times"
Recently I had the opportunity to spend a week sailing through
the crystal clear waters surrounding the Virgin Islands. And it
wasn't just sailing but living on the sailboat all week. Many
would consider this a wonderfully, stress free way to spend a
few days, but I assure you sailing comes with many moments of
stress and anxiety. And I'd like to share with you one moment
that can be stressful if you don't handle it properly. That
moment is the moment you find yourself needing to be
anchored while other activities or a good night's sleep are being
pursued. Imagine being on a boat and knowing you don't want
to end up grounded on shore or worse. The setting of the anchor
that will hold you is essential to your safety. Even using a preset mooring buoy relies upon having the skill to secure yourself
to it and the faith to trust it through the night.
The recent events that occurred at Emanuel AME
Church located in downtown Charleston are the kinds of events
that can send persons and belief systems crashing into the
rocks of life if they are not anchored to an immovable object.
Anytime violence attacks innocence there will be those who ask
questions that have no answers, and if they have no anchors in
life, they go adrift. Anytime something evil happens that we
believe ought not happen, we ask God "why" or "how," and if
our faith isn't deeply anchored in the presence of God, people
can drift off thinking God doesn't care or that God isn't present.
I am convinced that the way people handle both good and bad
events happening in their lives is directly related to that to
which they are anchored. For some it is family values. For
others it is tradition. For some it is simply their genetic
character to be positive or negative. But for Christians, our
anchor is our belief in a loving God and the gift of a Savior.
And our anchor tells us that no matter what we confront, God
is present with us in the midst of our storm as well as in the
midst of the calm. It is not the event that determines God's
presence; it is the faith of the person who calls upon God to be
present in our everyday world as well as a world spinning out
of control.
St. Paul writing to the church at Rome says "Who will
separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress,

or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? ...
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able
to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord" (Romans 8:35, 37-39). In these verses God's love is reaffirmed even in the face of all present adversities. Paul is speaking about being anchored to an immoveable and unchangeable
God who is present with His people always. God does not and is
not bringing evil and hardship; rather God is always present to
help us deal with our hardships and survive them. Paul is anchored to God through Christ. And so are the Christian Church
and Christians.
You and I have been privileged to see what being anchored can look like. We are living through a horrible event
that is causing us to check and double-check how anchored and
secure we are to the rock of our faith, Jesus Christ. Please remember that we are children of an all powerful and compassionate God. He is present with us during this moment in our
history. He will remain with us and our community and Emanuel Church throughout this time of being wounded and then
healed. And He will be our anchor through Christ our Lord forever. Remember there is nothing that will be able to separate
us from the love of God in Jesus Christ our Lord.

We are anchored, ... trust God to be present.
In Christ,
Pastor Butler +
Places to Check Out St. John’s Lutheran Church
Did you know that you can check out St. John’s Lutheran
Church at places other than 5 Clifford Street and 10 Archdale
Street? Check us out online at the following locations:
www.stjohnscharleston.org
www.facebook.com/StJohnsLutheran
Twitter @StJohnsLuthChs
And soon we will have an electronic version of The Herald, and
a weekly e-news bulletin reaching out to all our members with
email addresses.

MUSIC NOTES
Greetings, dear friends,
It’s been five days since the shootings at Emanuel AME threw
our world into a loop. The world’s eyes have been on Charleston
as we have attempted to make sense of this horrible attack on
churchgoers at prayer in the Holy City. Outsiders wondered,
would Charlestonians start a riot as we have seen in other
American cities? Would they take the shooter’s bait and start a
race war? Would they sow the seeds of divisiveness? No, not
this city; quite to the contrary. Charleston has shown the world
just the type of place we are—a city united in love, support, and
prayer. As Jessica and I stood in front of Emanuel last Saturday night with a crowd of young and old, black and white, singing, praying, and hugging each other, I realized I’ve never been
prouder to call Charleston home.
Last Sunday, June 21st, we at St. John’s were honored to
take part in a citywide show of support for the victims of Emanuel AME. At 10AM, we participated in “Chime for Charleston,”
joining over 80 Charleston churches and many others around
the country in ringing our church bells for 10 minutes. In addition, 7 members of our handbell choir and 7 volunteer children
stood on the portico and rang handbells and handchimes for the
duration (in the same key as our church bells, naturally). The
crowd of about 50 people gathered around our church stood in
reverent silence as we “made a joyful noise.” An AP reporter
was on hand, and our display was mentioned in a national article on the tribute. It was a deeply meaningful morning for our
church as we shared our love for our brothers and sisters at
Emanuel AME in a very musical way. (If you missed it, there is
a short video clip on the St. John’s Facebook page.)
There is one more concert in the 8th Annual Summer at
St. John’s concert series. On Saturday, July 25, at 6PM our
own St. John Chorale will perform a program of sacred anthems spanning centuries and styles. Highlights include the
opening movement of the Vivaldi Gloria, Bach’s “Jesu, Joy of
Man’s Desiring,” our own Brink Norton’s a cappella arrangement of “It Is Well With My Soul,” and John Rutter’s “The Lord
Bless You and Keep You.” Admission is free, and a reception
will follow on t

the portico. Please come out to support our dedicated Chorale,
which donates many hours of time and talent every year to
make our 11AM service more reverent, joyful, and prayerful
with song.
I hope you all find ways to stay cool in this nonstop heat
and humidity!
In music,

July 1

Bill Gerard, Jr.

July 20

Anne Poulnot

Todd

July 3

Wallace Holland, Jr.

July 21

Marsha Mikell

“Music in itself is healing…” –Billy Joel

July 5

Drayton Siegling

July 23

Maggie Harken

July 6

Billy Mitchum

July 24

Bill Lemacks

July 11

Beth McKeever

July 25

Stewart McKeever

July 11

Ally McDonough

July 30

Gary Stuber

July 12

Dani Andersen

July 30

Joye Shuler

July 13

Elizabeth Goeden

July 30

Carson Caldwell

July 15

Walt Nadzak

July 31

Thomas Greer

July 19

Mary Boyd Siegling Hart

July 31

Christina Osgood

Thank You

Joel and I would like to thank our wonderful church family for
your cards, calls, visits, but most importantly your prayers over
the past few months. My healing continues, and I'm showing
great progress! The love I have felt has truly made a difference.
Blessings,

Joan Rigter
Congregational Concerns and Prayers

We remember in our prayers: Mary Adden, Jack Doscher,
Natalie Fisher, Mike Joyner, Betty Lemacks, Jeff Nadzak,
Peggy Rugheimer, Margaret Stephens, all those who are infirm
and recovering from illnesses and our members who have
experienced losses of loved ones. We especially remember those
murdered at Emmanuel AME church and that congregation as
they grieve this terrible loss.
Our Loved Ones Away From Home
We have a prayer list of those members of St. John’s and our
extended family who are in the military and/or involved in this
current military situation. When filling out your blue attendance card, please add the names to it and indicate “military,”
and we will include your loved ones on our prayer list. Presently included are: Derek Bean, Alex Bedenbaugh, Lt. Joseph Gibbons Clark, Mark Evans, Ryan Hanson, John Lesemann, and
Christopher Osgood.

Memorials for Armee Sadler:
Mr. Ronald Fulmer

2015 SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE

Vestry Highlights

School starts August 18th and once again, St. John’s will be collecting school supplies for needy students in our area who attend Memminger Elementary School. Many of the students live
below the poverty level and often don’t have needed school supplies. As you are out shopping, please pick up a few items from
the list below and place them in or near the box with the yellow school bus in the Parish Hall.

On Thursday evening, June 18, 2015, the Vestry met to discuss and
conduct the business of the church. The highlights of that Vestry
Meeting follow:
1) The Meeting was called to order by Vestry President Dan Prickett
and opened with prayer offered by Pastor Butler. The Vestry
maintained a moment of memorial silence for the recent victims
who died at Emmanuel AME church.

• ½ or 1” 3-ring binders
• 24-pack crayons
• 2-pocket 3-pronged folders
• 3” view white binders
• Backpacks
• Colored pencils
• Composition books
• Construction paper
• Dry erase markers
• Erasers
• Pencils
• Individual pencil sharpeners
• Pens
• Notebook paper
• Pencil grips
• Staplers and staples
• Glue sticks
• White copy paper
• Scissors
• Washable colored markers

3) The May 2015 Treasurer’s Report was received as information.

The Social Ministry Committee
and
the children of Memminger School

THANK YOU!!

Make certain you REGISTER for VBS!
Vacation Bible School will be held at St. John’s the week of
July 26-29 from 6:15 pm-8:00 pm with
dinner beginning at 5:45. Join us as
we explore the book of Proverbs.
There will be music, crafts, African
drumming, and lots of FUN! Make
sure you don’t miss out! Children ages
3 and up as well as adults are invited to attend. A nursery will
be provided. Please complete the form in the bulletin and
submit to the church office.

2) The May 2015 Minutes were approved as submitted.
4) Pastor Butler provided the membership and attendance statistics
at St. John's, adding that the average attendance for the month of
May was 152 (48/104). Average attendance for the year to date is
177. Pastor also reported that we will participate in joining the
downtown churches in ringing their steeple bells on Sunday, June
21 (10:00 AM), as a sign of Community Unity in the aftermath of
the killings that took place at Emmanuel AME church.

5) The Christian Education Committee is planning a reception to
thank Jennifer Gnann for her service as our Director of Christian
Education, Youth and Family Ministries. Also reported that we
have five youth attending Lutheridge this Summer. LLL
upcoming activity includes an afternoon at the beach following
worship.
6) The Evangelism Committee shared information about the new
pictorial directory. We hope to complete the pictures portion of
the directory during the months of July and August. We are
finalizing the name and address portion of the new directory now.
7) The Communications Committee held their first meeting and is
making great progress in finding additional ways to make contact
with members through multiple sources of media, i.e., website,
Facebook, weekly electronic news page, both paper and electronic
versions of The Herald. The Committee is developing a “Master
Calendar” for church activities that will extend three years into
the future.

8) The Social Ministry Committee continues our ministry with Hope
Lodge, but will be adding Star Gospel Mission as one of the
ministries we support with both volunteers and financial gifts.
Supper Club sign-up will begin in July, with Supper clubs
beginning in October. New “Designated Offering Envelopes” will
be placed in the pews before July.

9) The Worship and Music Committee reported 112 new hymnals
have been purchased and we are in process of adding the
designations on the inside cover of the hymnals. We would like to
reach a total of 144 new hymnals. The next July Summer
Concert will be held on July 26, featuring the St. John Chorale.
10) Becky Courtney reported that we are now ready to move to phase
two with implementation of Service groups in our congregation.
11) There will be no Vestry Meeting during July. The August Vestry
Meeting will take place on Thursday, August 13.

St. John's Supper Clubs
Our Supper Club groups for the 2014-2015 year have now all
concluded their meetings of fellowship and food. During July
we will begin to advertise and present opportunities to sign-up
for the 2015-2016 Supper Club groupings. Watch for insert
sheets in your bulletins. Simply fill it out indicating your
interest and drop it back in the offering plate. You may also
call the church office (723-2426) and ask Carole to place your
name on the list of interested persons.
This past Supper Club cycle we had both couples and single
individuals participating. If you're interested in participating,
please sign up. Here are some details about the Supper Clubs:
Join: if you want to have fun and fellowship with other
members of our church; you want to get to know other people
better; and you enjoy good food.
How it works: Meetings rotate among the members of each
club; one couple (or person) acts as the host providing an
appetizer, the meat dish and drinks, and the others bring a
vegetable, salad, or dessert; there will be four meetings total
(October/November, December/January, February/March, and
April/May). If you have any questions, please contact Pastor
Butler (723-2426).
Little Luther League

The next Little Luther League activity is an afternoon at the
beach on Sullivan’s Island. We will leave after church on July
19 and head over to Stacy Pelland’s home for a cookout and
beach activities. Join us for a great day at the beach.

From The Stewardship Committee
The Stewardship Committee is seeking one or two volunteers to help
with writing thank you cards in December. Please let Peter Holmi or
Tom Springer know if you can assist with this very important job.

St. John’s Church Membership Directory Update
If you did not have an opportunity to review your entry in the
current copy of the St. John’s Church Membership Directory
and revise as needed, please contact the church office with any
updates via email to info@stjohnscharleston.org or by calling
Carole Jordan at 723-2426. Also, if the current entry is
accurate and no updates are needed, please notify the church
office with this verification as well. Information that may be
included in the directory: name(s) including children in the
household, address, home phone number, cell phone number(s)
and email address(es).
Shutter Bugs Needed
The Evangelism Committee is recruiting volunteers to take
updated pictures of church members for the new edition of the
St. John’s Church Membership Directory. The committee will
need several photographers from both the early and late
services to expedite this project. Photos will be taken before/
after Sunday services during the months of July and August. If
you are able to assist with this project, please contact Bryan
Counts (countsbc@musc.edu or 843-860-6470) or the church
office.

From The Worship and Music Committee
The Worship and Music Committee is always pleased to receive help
with setting up and cleaning up with our communion ware and
linens, as well as all the polishing of brass, the changing of
paraments and a host of other items that are necessary to prepare
the church for each and every worship service. We are always looking
for new volunteers to help us as well. We do ask that everyone who
has been assisting with the cleaning and pressing of communion
linens please bring the linens back to the church as soon as possible.
Our supply on hand is dangerously low. Thank you!
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St. John’s Lutheran Church was established in 1742 as The Lutheran
Church of the German Protestants. St. John’s is considered the
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